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Masters; Seth Pietras; 'jdeschauer® pat l ° n n b °^ com'; Michael Petruzzello: 

Alshaikh'; 'Abdulmohsen Alyas'; Kate Berenato ,^hpmpbOn@pauonDogg 
•cpwolff@hhlaw.com'; 'abinrafaa@RESA.ORG'; 'Goldfield, H.P. , Jake Ward 

Cc: naa@5audiembassy.net 

Subject: Press Release - KAUST Ceremony on Saudi National Day 
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KAUST Ceremony on Saudi National Day 
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WASHINGTON [September 18, 2009] ■•■The Custodian of the Iwo Holy Mosque, ^ ffi 
A M „il.h bin Abdula/.i/, will host the Inaufflttttlflj l Ceremony of 

anri Tec hnology (KAUST) on Saudi Ara bia;* National Day, Septembu 23, 2009. 

The ceremony will feature speeches by King Abdullah, Chairman of the Board of Trustees and 
Minister of Petroleum and Mineral Resources, Hi^Exeell cn o y Ah Ibrahim Al-Naim U *a& 
KAUST President, Professor Cj ioon Pontz Shih. 

KAUST is an international, graduate-level research university. The state-of-the-art 9,000 acre 
campus is located along the coast of the Red Sea in Thuwaj Saudi Arabia. 

The ceremony will start at approximately 12:30 p.m. EDT and can be watched live on the 
KAUST Inauguration Ceremony website. For more information on KAUS r, please visit the 
universities' website at www, ka.usl.edu. s.a . 
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Shereen Soghier 
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Rirh Masters- Seth Piotras; 'idoschauer@pattonboggs.com , Larry Hams , 

SrobbSlSsa org^ 'Mohanad Alshaikh'; 'Abdulmohsen Alyas'; Kate Berenato, 

w252S5Sboggs-com'; Michael Petruzzelto, ■cpwo.ff@hhlaw.com , 
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SAUDI ARABIA | IN FOCUS 

A WEEKLY PUBLICATION OF THE INFORMATION OFFICE OF 
THE fiOYAl EMBASSY OF SAUDI ARABIA IN WASHINGTON, DC 




September 15, 2009 

SAUDI ARABIA 

Saudi Arabia ranks 13th in IFC's "Doing Business" report 

Saudi Arabia offers the 13th best investment environment out of 183 countries 
Jurveved according to the "Doing Business 2010" report issued September 8 by the 
SSn^S!^ cirponiBon 8 (IPC), an affiliate of 

tops the list of both Arab and Middle Eastern countries. Since 2004, the Kingdom has 
advanced its overall "Doing Business" rankings from 67th to 13th. 

Over 3 million Umrah pilgrims have arrived in the Kingdom 

More than three million Umrah pilgrims have arrived in the Kingdom from all over 
the world for this Umrah season, including 900,000 pilgrims ar "ving by air 
according to Muhammad Al-Bijawi, head of the Hajj Ministry branch in Madmah, the 
Saudi Gazette reported September U. An estimated 700,000 worshippers are 
expected to perform the Friday prayer at the Prophet's Mosque in Madmah on the 
last Friday of Ramadan on September 18, 2009. 

5AUDX-U.S. RELATIONS 

Ambassador responds to Congressional letter on Mideast peace 

Saudi Ambassador to the United States Adel A. Al-Jubeir responded to a July 31st 
letter from 225 members of the U.S. Congress to King Abdullah In his response, 
released September 13, Ambassador AhJubeir said that "over the years, Saudi 
Arabia has taken clear positions that attest to its desire to see this ^ng-3»nd.ng 
conflict [Arab-Israeli conflict] resolved equitably and permanently,' and outlined the 
Squirements for peace which are enshrined in numerous international resolutions 
and the Arab Peace Initiative. 
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Ambassador Al-Jubeir thanked the members of Congress for their |nterwUn 
nmmoHna oeace in the Middle East and underlined the importance of continued, 
aS^e U S.^voternent necessary to effectively move ^J?^ ^ 
Slutely imperative for the United States to play an active and robust role In 
negotiations, as history has shown." 

Ambassador hosts Iftar for U.S. and Saudi officials 

Ambassador Al-Jubeir hosted an Iftar dinner at his residence in Washington on 
September 10. The event was attended by a number of American officiate and 
imbSy staff, m brief remarks, Ambassador Al-Jubeir lauded the historical 
relationship between Saudi Arabia and the United States. 

FOREIGN AID 

Crown Prince donates $2.41 million for dialysis center in West Africa 

crown Prince Sultan donated $2.41 million for the development of the Prince Sultan 
Center ^oUl in Burkina Faso. The facility which opened its door, jon Fe ruary 
25 2009 is attached to the University Hospital in Ouagadougou. The Center is 
considered among the most modern facilities of its kind in West Africa and 
contributes to the improvement of health services for its patients. Burkina Faso s 
Ambassador to the Kingdom, Omar Diawara, expressed his country's gratitude to the 
Crown Prince for his humanitarian gesture. 
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